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Amphibia Overview

Å>40 species in Maryland

ÅAnura (frogs & toads)

ÅCaudata (salamanders & newts)

ÅLay soft, jelly-like eggs (no shell)

ÅHave larval state with gills

ÅBreathe & drink through skin

Note: This guide is an overview of select species found in Maryland. 

Gray treefrog by Kerry Wixted



Anura

Å~20 species in Maryland 

ÅFrogs & toads

ÅShort-bodied & tailless (as 
adults)

ÅTypicallylay eggs in water & 
hatch into aquatic larvae

Order: Anura

Green treefrog by Kerry Wixted



American Toad (Anaxyrusamericanus)
2-�ï�X�ñ�_�V��typically1-2 spots/ wart; parotoid gland is 

separated from the cranial crest or connected narrowly 
by a spur; enlarged warts on tibia; Call: an elongated trill 

or whir lasting 5-30 seconds and resembles a 
simultaneous whistle and hum

Family Bufonidae  (Toads)
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Fowler's Toad (Anaxyrus fowleri)
2-�ï�_�V��typically3+ spots/ wart; parotoid gland 
is in contact w/ the cranial crest; Call:a short, 

brash and whiny call lasting 2-4 seconds

Order: Anura; Family Bufonidae

P
h

o
to

 b
y 

Ju
d

y 
G

a
lla

g
h

e
r 

C
C

 b
y 

2
.0


